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Mowbray quitted his sister's hand, and said, " Clara, you should
to-night thank God, that saved you from a great danger, and me
from a deadly sin."1
But these pages come before the revelation, not after, when it
would have had its proper value. The book must be read over
again, to be properly understood. So, too, the tragi-comedy of
the old nabob Touchwood's visit, which relieves the tension for
a while, and even holds out hopes of a happy issue. But his
intervention was too late. Touchwood and Mowbray have
scarcely parted when the stricken girl, who has wandered out
into the night, listens from behind the curtains of the death-bed
to Hannah Irwin's recital of the whole iniquity. Tyrrel arrives to
find her dying. The villainous Etherington falls by the hand of
Mowbray.
He and his sister are the protagonists of the drama; Tyrrel is The
only another of Scott's passive heroes confronting the nefarious c
anti-hero, Etherington. St Ronan*s Well on its darker side is
simply the tragedy of Clara Mowbray, who has a certain pre-
eminence among those who may be called Scott's regular heroines,
not merely by the dignity and pathos of her situation but by
something in herself. No sentimental miss like Lucy Ashton,
tamely submitting to her fate, she has the wit and high spirit to
hold her own among the wild animals at the Wells 5 and, having
chosen her melancholy part, withstands the appeals of lover,
brother, and the husband whose toils she in her ignorance thinks
unbreakable, with the anguish and resolution of an Antigone.
Scott did not err this time by foisting in a happy ending. Mowbray,
the rough and even brutal sporting squire, moody and sullen, with
fits of ungovernable fury, is drawn with realism and little poetry;
yet even he, brooding over " the downfall of an ancient house,**
has his points of likeness to the Master of Ravenswood. Originals
have been found for Meg Dodds, the termagant hostess of the
Cleikum Inn, best of all Scott's low-comedy queans, and the
absent-minded divine, Josiah Cargill *; but they only testify to
Scott's truth when he is most original. Touchwood is one of
those eccentrics who pride themselves on their eccentricities;
1 Chap, xxrv.,
* W. S. Crockett :   The Scott Origmak, 313-340'